
 

EMILY CARR UNIVERSITY OF ART + DESIGN PRESENTS HABITAT 160 
The Next Generation of Lower Mainland Homes  
  

Vancouver, BC | Affordable well designed homes in greater Vancouver may be closer to reality than one would think. Building 

on the success of the Homes For Less design project completed in 2008, Associate Professor Christian Blyt has this time 

challenged students to design integrated living units that are 160 square feet by 12 feet high, comprised of Cross-Laminated 

Timber (CLT). 

 

CLT is a cross-wise glued massive wooden panel product that possesses many building advantages because of its unique 

structural behaviour. Air tightness, fire resistance, thermal and acoustic insulation are some of the key benefits. The building 

system also offers a minimum of assembly time due to its prefabricated elements. Canada‟s non-profit research and 

development corporation FPInnovations calls it a „next generation building solution‟ and their research has shown CLT‟s value 

over concrete and steel.  

 

“Cross Laminated Timber (CLT) panel construction, while currently used in Europe, is not yet a recognized form of 

construction in Canada.  A successful implementation of CLT in this country would help facilitate both regulatory acceptance 

and use,” says Communications Coordinator, Stephanie Troughton, FPInnovations. 

 

The design brief presented students in 3D Core Design Studio V with the task of addressing concerns of efficiency and multi-

functionality, as well as maintaining relevancy to the citizens and environs of Metro Vancouver. “They have to look like 

something a Vancouverite could see themselves living in,” says Blyt. 

 

Units will be showcased at FPInnovations‟ University of British Columbia facility, located at 2665 East Mall, Vancouver,  

April 12, 2010, 1-4pm.  To RSVP, or find out more about the project, please contact stephanie.troughton@fpinnovations.ca or 

604.222.5663. 
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ABOUT FPINNOVATIONS  
FPINNOVATIONS WORKS TOWARDS OPTIMIZING THE FOREST SECTOR VALUE CHAIN. IT CAPITALIZES ON CANADA’S FIBRE ATTRIBUTES AND IT DEVELOPS NEW PRODUCTS AND 

MARKET OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN A FRAMEWORK OF ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY. WWW.FPINNOVATIONS.CA 
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